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My name is Bela Umak from 
Hungary. | took this picture from oe 
the terrace of my home. | feel so 

helpless trying to explain to 

myself what | saw. It wasn't 

exactly silent but it did move 

quite fast so | did not get chance 


SP! LONDON LEC URE PROGRAMME FOR 2004 


FOUNDED IN 1979, 


Research Group occu 


Strange Phenomena | INFORM YOU OF OUR 
Investigations (SPI) LONDON LECTURE 


UL} = PROGRAMME FOR 2004 


These meetings are intended for people with interests in SPEAKER 
strange phenomena and who wish to find out more about the E * 
strange world of the weird and the wonderful. These meetings Life After Death 
consist of guest speakers presenting information on their latest Saturday el Wright & UFOs, Black Cats & 
findings, updates on UFO & Paranormal research, and a general March 27th obert Snow All That Jazz 


purpose of ‘getting together’ with like minded individuals who Natalie Osbournd  Ghosthunting From A 
share this fascination for all things strange. Thomason Physics Perspective 


Venue : The Sols Arms, 65-68 Hampstead Saturday Professor 
May 29th Chris Frenc 


Road, London, NW1 2PN. Near Euston Tower. : 
: ; Saturday June 26th 


( Nearest Underground Station : Warren Street on the Northern Line ) The Crop Circle Mystery 


Time : 3:00pm till 6:30pm Te 
at 


(All meetings take place on Saturdays unless otherwise stated. ) t 28t Inside The Project 


A Paranormal Journey 


Admission prices i Brenda Butler | Through Rendlesham Forest 
SPI members £5.20/Non members £6.50 1980-2003 


SPI cannot be held responsible for the cancellation of any guest speaker, Should this occur we 
will ensure an alternative speaker is arranged. 


* Price includes light refreshments. Admission is payable at the door. To ensure your place at 
our meetings, cheques and postal orders can be sent in advance to Malcolm Robinson at: 
SPI Meetings, 8 Hale Gardens, Ealing Common, London, England, W3 9SQ - 
made payable to Strange Phenomena Investigations. 


For more information on these meetings, call Malcolm Robinson on 
07949 178835 or 0208 9936532 http://www. spiuk.net/ 
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Nick Pope, as most of you will be aware works for 
the Ministry of Defence. In the early 1990s he was 
in charge of the Ministry's office that handled UFO 
reports, Air (SEC 2A). Since then Nick has always 
being happy to oblige film makers and researchers 
with his own personal views of the subject, and 
discuss where possible his experiences during his 
term of office within the department. 


There haven't been too many serious looks at the 
UFO subject documented on film that haven't included 
comments from Nick. 


Recently the Sci-Fi channel's UFO Invasion at 
Rendlesham was aired by SKY One in the UK, and the 
BBC's Timewatch was aired on UK terrestrial and 
satellite television. Nick was interviewed for both pro- 
grammes and here he shares his thoughts on the final 
products that were presented to the viewing public. 


a. 
Nick Pone’s#,.-« 


Documentary Reviews 


= 


On Friday 9 January BBC2’s 
Timewatch series screened a 
UFO documentary. | offer the 
following comments by way ofa 
review. 


Overall, | thought the show was 
pretty good. The BBC team cid 
a great job of presenting a wide 
range of material, and didn’t 
seem to have the agenda that 
sometimes spoils UFO docu- 
mentaries. 


Michael Wadding, who directed 
and produced the show for 
Timewatch, let the various wit- 
nesses and commentators have 
their say, but kept editorial opin- 
ions to a minimum, leaving view- 
ers to make up their own minds. 


Little of the material will have 
been new to members of this 
list. The show covered the set- 
ting up of the Flying Saucer 
Working Party, Winston Churchill's 
memo on UFOs, and the 1952 
sighting involving RAF pilot 
Michael Swiney and his Royal 
Navy student David Crofts. 


The West Malling incident from 
1953 was featured (a sighting by 
RAF aircrew Terry Johnson and 
Geoffrey Smythe), as was the 
wave of ‘flying cross’ sightings 
from 1967, including the incident 
involving two police constables, 
Clifford Waycott and Roger 
Willey. Interest expressed by the 
Duke of Edinburgh and Earl 
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Mountbatten was highlighted, 
and the saga of royal equerry Sir 
Peter Horsley and his extraordi- 
nary meeting with the mysteri- 
ous ‘Mr Janus’ was also fea- 
tured. Much of this material will 
be farniliar to many ufologists, 
and has been featured previous- 
ly in books such as Timothy 
Good’s Above Top Secret. | do 
not say this as a criticism, 
because | thought it was well 
put together, and Timewatch will 
have brought the subject 

to a new audience. The inter- 
view with Mountbatten’s daugh- 
ter, Lady Pamela Hicks, was 
very interesting. 


The Rendlesham Forest incident 
was covered briefly, but the 
main focus of the show was on 
sightings in the Fifties and 
Sixties, and the response to 
these on the part of the Ministry 
of Defence. | was interviewed 
about this, and had previously 
discussed the official policy with 
the Timewatch team. 


Ufologists were hardly featured; 
Dave Clarke and Andy Roberts 
appeared, and there was some 
decidedly odd footage of some- 
body who claimed to be speak- 
ing Venusian, some material on 
LSD, and ‘alien babies’; but for 
the most part, this was a show 
that highlighted the testimony of 
the witnesses, and allowed them 
to tell the stories of their respec- 
tive encounters. Their quiet dig- 
nity shone through. 


Social and cultural historians 
appeared too, and it was inter- 
esting to hear their views on 
how the UFO phenomenon tied 
in with popular culture, such as 
science fiction, the Cold War 
and the space programme. 


What impressed me most about 
the Timewatch team was their 
thoroughness. My main contact 
was the associate producer, 
Lisa Charles, and | remember in 
particular a conversation we had 
about the percentage of UFO 
sightings that remained unex- 
plained. 


She'd heard ufologists bandy 
about various figures, but want- 
ed to know whether any of 
these could be backed up by 
official statistics and public 
statements. | sent her copies of 


I've now seen the Sci-Fi Channel's 
documentary UFO Invasion at 
Renalesham, and thought I'd 
offer a few comments, primarily 
for those in ihe UK, where it 
hasn't yet been shown. 


Overall | thought it was very 
good, not least for the obvious 
reason that the length of the 
show allowed more material to 
be presented in more depth 
than would have been the case 
with a shorter documentary. 


various MOD letters and 
Hansard extracts in which such 
figures were given, cross-refer- 
enced with US statistics from 
Project Blue Book. We got into 
an interesting discussion about 
the (sometimes difficult) process 
of deciding whether to cate- 
gorise a sighting as “unknown” 
or “insufficient data”. 


lronically, this was never usec; 
put its an interesting insight into 
Timewatch’s professionalism. 


Overall | think this was a worth- 
while programme. While it will 
not have been to everyone's lik- 
ing, the important point, it 
seems to me, is that it was 
made at all. It is not often that 
one sees one of the BBC's flag- 
ship history programmes tackle 


this subject. @Nick Pope 


The producers used two main 
consultants, thanked in the 
credits: Georgina Bruni and 
Peter Robbins. Accordingly, the 
documentary drew heavily on 
material published in You Can’t 
Tell The People and Left At East 
Gate. However, that’s not to say 
that there wasn't a lot of new 
material presented. After a brief 
overview, I'll focus on this new 
material, and what | see as the 
key points. 


Georgina Bruni and Peter 
Robbins were featured through 
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